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which has nearly 40 years of school feeding 
experience. Working with other charities and 
aid groups, WFP can ensure that the other 
necessary aspects such as teacher training, 
sanitation and health inputs are coordi-
nated. 

In an era of cynicism and weariness about 
Third World problems, using food surpluses 
to feed and help educate poor children may 
seem like a surprisingly simple way to make 
an impact. But a hot meal to a poor student 
today is key to helping him or her become a 
literate, self-reliant adult tomorrow. This 
could become the first generation in human 
history that is finally free from the scourge 
of hunger. 

f 

THE GEORGE MCGOVERN-ROBERT 
DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD 
FOR EDUCATION AND CHILD NU-
TRITION ACT OF 2001 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

MORELLA). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentlewoman from Mis-
souri (Mrs. EMERSON) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, I 
want to join with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), my 
good friend, to talk about the global 
food for our education bill, and also to 
thank the gentleman for doing such a 
tremendous job in leading the charge 
forward on this particular legislation 
that I think is so very, very important 
for all of the children in the world who 
have no means to get a nutritional 
meal, and also because of the impor-
tance that it will mean for our farmers 
in America who are now suffering from 
the fourth year of low commodity 
prices, whose revenues will probably 
decrease in the neighborhood of about 
$4 billion this year. 

This legislation, quite frankly, is a 
win-win for the American farmer, and 
it is a win-win for children all over the 
world who desperately need food assist-
ance and who need an education. 

Madam Speaker, I am particularly 
excited and motivated by the vision of 
former Senator and now Ambassador 
George McGovern and former Senator 
Bob Dole who really led the charge 
early in this fight against hunger, back 
many years ago when they were both 
serving in the Senate. 

It is also a very important issue for 
members of my family, because my 
late husband Bill was so very instru-
mental in bringing the issue of hunger, 
both domestically and internationally, 
into the Congress and worked so close-
ly with his friend, the late Mickey Le-
land, as well as the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. HALL) and the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF). 

I know that we all share a common 
desire to try to help as many people as 
we can all over the world, and I am 
particularly hopeful that we will be 
successful in passing this legislation as 
a stand-alone, but if not, hopefully it 
will be part of the next farm bill as it 
is written. 

I cannot think of anything that is 
more important for us to do as a coun-

try. I think Senator McGovern prob-
ably said it best when he said we had a 
moral responsibility as a country with 
our rich and valuable natural resources 
and our abundant and very safe food 
supply to help people who cannot help 
themselves. 

And I say to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), that 
the gentleman has done a magnificent 
job in getting our colleagues to be very 
excited about this, to be enthusiastic, 
and I am so very pleased also that the 
United States Senate is participating 
as well with their bill. 

Madam Speaker, let me say that 
from an agricultural standpoint, there 
are many, many benefits for the United 
States economy for international food 
assistance. We have done this for 
many, many years as a country. I am 
very hopeful that this will be a policy 
that we perpetuate, that we are able to 
get the rest of the world involved in, 
but, most importantly, this kind of for-
eign assistance. 

U.S. food aid helps alleviate poverty. 
It promotes economic growth to the re-
cipient countries, and this is very, very 
important, because as incomes in de-
veloping countries rise, then we know 
that consumption patterns change, and 
we also know that food and other im-
ports of U.S. goods and services in-
crease. 

In fact, back in 1996, 9 of the top 10 
agricultural importers of U.S. products 
were food aid recipients. While we are 
shipping food aid abroad, it is impor-
tant for people to understand that 
most of the money stays in the United 
States. 

The domestic beneficiaries of U.S. 
food aid exports include our agricul-
tural producers and suppliers, our proc-
essors, our millers, edible oil refiners, 
packaging, manufacturing, rail and 
motor transportation lines; I could go 
on and on and on. Most every State in 
the country does benefit from food aid 
exports, in spite of the fact that most 
people would not knowingly think that 
they were agricultural States. 

I think that we must do everything 
possible to help the world’s hungry 
children. When my late husband Bill 
came back from a trip in the Sudan, 
when he came back from various trips 
to Ethiopia and other countries, it was 
a very, very sad experience. He would 
hold dying children in his arms, chil-
dren who were 12 years old and 13 years 
old, who were about the size of a 3- 
year-old or 4-year-old, who did not 
weigh anything, who had no oppor-
tunity to go to school. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to say in 
closing, then, that I hope that more 
people will help all of us help children 
all over the world, as well as the Amer-
ican farmer. 

f 

CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

TOOMEY). Under a previous order of the 

House, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
HINOJOSA) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, this 
past weekend, I had the pleasure of 
joining my constituents in Goliad, 
Texas to celebrate Cinco de Mayo. 
Cinco de Mayo is celebrated with 
music, with dancing, with great food 
and, yes, and Mr. Speaker, with great 
speeches. 

Texas A&M associate professor, 
Armando Alonzo, said so eloquently, 
and I quote, ‘‘The important thing 
about this celebration is that it comes 
from the citizens of the community, 
not from scholars, not from politicians, 
or those of us who are at universities 
with special training.’’ 

Although the holiday has spread 
throughout the world, its true spirit is 
in communities like Goliad, Texas, 
where people honor the value of their 
Mexican history and culture and the 
contributions that Mexican Americans 
have made across the spectrum of 
American life. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand before my col-
leagues as a proud first generation 
Texan, born of Mexican immigrant par-
ents who came to the United States as 
children in 1910. 

Mr. Speaker, Goliad is the true heart 
of Cinco de Mayo, because it is the 
birthplace of General Ignacio Zaragoza, 
the young Mexican general who de-
feated the French at the battle of 
Puebla on May 5, 1862. This triumph 
was not only a military victory, but a 
moral victory over tyranny and oppres-
sion. 

General Zaragoza is rightly called 
the ‘‘George Washington of Mexico.’’ 
His dedication to the cause of freedom 
and democracy is an inspiration and 
challenge to us all. 

General Zaragoza was born in Goliad, 
Texas on March 24, 1829. He was the son 
of a soldier, but was educated as a 
priest. He was a small businessman for 
a short time, but his passionate sup-
port of Mexico’s struggle for democ-
racy led him to follow his father into 
military service. 

During the years of the War of the 
Reform in 1857 to 1860, he joined with 
the legendary Benito Juarez and fought 
in numerous battles, including the Bat-
tle of Calpulalpan, which ended the 
War of Reform. 

His military brilliance in those 4 
years was recognized, and he quickly 
moved up the ranks to general. When 
Mexican President Juarez was forced to 
declare a moratorium on Mexico’s Eu-
ropean debt in order to salvage the 
bankrupt economy, Spain, England, 
and France sent their fleets and forced 
the surrender of Veracruz. 

Because General Zaragoza was serv-
ing as head of the War Ministry, Presi-
dent Juarez initially sent one of his 
other generals to Veracruz, Mexico. 
When the general saw the awesome 
forces of the great European powers 
arrayed in front of Veracruz, he imme-
diately resigned. 
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